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Public Law 99-308 
99th Congress 

Ail Act 

To amend chapter 44 (relating to firearmsj of title 18» United States Code, and for May IB, 1986 

other purposes. [3. 49] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
U n i ted Sta tesof A merica in Congress assem bled, Fi rea rma 

Owners' 

SECTION L SHORT TETLE AND CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS. Protection Act. 

(a) Short Title —This Act may be cited as the '^Firearms Owners* 
Protection Act", 

(b) CONGRESsroNAL FINDINGS —The Congress finds that— 

(1) the rights of citizens — 

(A) to keep and bear arms under the second amendment 
to the United States Constitution; 

(B) to security against illegal and unreasonable searches 
and seizures under the fourth amendment; 

{O against uncompensated taking of property, double 
jeopardy, and assurance of due process of law under the 
fifth amendment; and 

(D) against unconstitutional exercise of authority under 
the ninth and tenth amendments; 
require additional legislation to correct existing firearms stat- 
utes and enforcement policies; and 

(2) additional legislation is required to reaffirm the intent of 
the Congress, as expressed in section 101 of the Gun Control Act 

of 1968, that 'It is not the purpose of this title to place any 18 use 921 note, 
undue or unnecessary Federal restrictions or burdens on law- 
abiding citizens with respect to the acquisition » possession, or 
use of firearms appropriate to the purpose of hunting, trap- 
shooting, target shooting, personal protection, or any other 
lawful activity, and that thb title is not intended to discourage 
or eliminate the private ownership or use of firearms by law- 
abiding citizens for lawful purposes.". 

SEC. 101. AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 92L 

Section 921 of title 18, United States Code, is amended — 

(1) in subsection (aXlO), by striking out '*manufacture of and 
inserting in lieu thereof "business of manufacturing"; 

(2) in subsection (aXllXA), by striking out "or ammunition"; 

(3) in subsection (aK12X by striking out "or ammunition"; 

(4) in subsection (aX13), by striking out ''or ammunition"; 

(5) by amending paragraph (20J of subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

*'(20) The term *crime punishable by imprisonment for a term Law 
exceeding one year' does not include — enforcement 
"(A) any Federal or State offenses pertaining to antitrust 
violations, unfair trade practices, restraints of trade, or other 
similar offenses relating to the regulation of business practices, 
or 
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"(B) any State oifense clasfijGad tl^ Jtaws of the State as a 
misdemeanor and pimWlialli^%m of two 

years or less* 

What constitutes a conviction of such a crime shall be determined in 
accordance with the law of the Jurisdiction in which the proceedings 
were held. Any conviction which has been expunged, or set aside or 
for which a person has been pardoned or has kmd civil rights 
restored shall not be considered a coavidion for purposes of this 
diapter, unless such p&rdon, expungement^ or restoration of civil 
rij^ts expressly provictes that the person may not shlp» transport, 
pora^, or receive firearms."; and 
tmi (6) in subsection (a), by inserting after paragraph (20) the 

following new paragraphs: 
"(21) The term 'engaged m the business* means — 

"(A) as applied to a manufacturer of firearms, a person who 
devotes time, attention, and labor to manufacturing firearms as 
a regular course of trade or business with the principal objective 
of livelihood and profit through the sale or distribution of the 
firearms manufactured; 

"(B) as applied to a manufacturer of ammunition, a person 
who devotes time, attention, and labor to manufacturing 
ammunition as a regular course of trade or business with the 
principal objective of livelihood and profit through tlid ilil0 
distribution of the ammunition manufactured; 
"(C) as applied to a dealer in firearms, as defined in sied^Dli 
l$USC 92L 921(aXllXA), a person who devotes time, attention, and labor ti^ 

dealing in firearms as a regular course of trade or business witih 
the principal objective of livelihood and profit through the 
repetitive purch^^ and r^ale of firearms, but such term shall 
not include a person who makes occasional sales, exchanges, or 
purchases of firearms for the enhancement of a personal collec- 
tioti Ibr a hobby, or who seUs all or part of his personal 
€0llec^^ of fii^earms; 

"0) as applied to a dealier in firearms, as defined in section 
^I(e^Xl)dlX a persoti whib devotte time, attention, and labor to 
midi^ng in such activity as a regular course of trade or buiiK 
with the principal objective of livelihood and profit, but 
such term shall not include a person who makes occasional 
repairs of firearms, or who occasiOTially fits special barrels, 
itocks, or trigger mechanisms to firearms; 
Imports. "(E) as applied to an importer of firearms, a person who 

devotes time, attention, and labor to importing firearms as a 
regular course of trade or business with the principal objective 
of livelihood and profit throiigb the sale or disiaalHitiaii 
firearms imported; and 
^ssn^a^ *'(F) as applied to an importer of ammunition, a person who 

devotes time, attention, and labor to importing ammunition as a 
regular course of trade or business with the principal objective 
of livelihood and profit through the sale or distribution of the 
ammunition imported* 
"(22) The term 'with the principal objective of livelihood and 
profit' means tiiat the intent underl^g the sale or disposition of 
nrearms is predominantly one of obtaiiiin|f livelihood ai^dms^^fS 
gaizit as opposed to other intents^ sudi as unpraving or U^ra&diilir a 
pBa^msl nreaxms collection. 

The term 'machinegun' has tJae meaaing given such term in 



'r%2A) The terms Ti rearm silencer' and 'firearm mufner' mean any 
device for silencing^ muffling, or diminishing the report of a portable 
firearm, including any combination of parts, designed or redesigned,, 
and intended for use in aa^mtilmg or £M>]iwtiiig a firearm aileicimr 
or firearm muffler, and any part ttiteiided fitHr in eutll 
anemdily or fabrication.". 

m AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 

Section 922 of title 18, United ^l^atee Cod€>, ia amaoded— 

(I) so that paragrapb (1) of sidiaeefcioii (a) reads as foUom: . 
"(1) for any person— ^L^^ 
''(A) except a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, Coiimieree aai 
or licensed dealer, to engage in the business of importing, trade* 
manufacturing, or dealing in firearms, or in the course of 
such business to ship, transport, or receive any firearm in 
interstate or foreign commerce; or 

'"(B) except a licensed importer or licensed manufactureTi 
to engage in the busineas Of importing or manufacturing 
ammunition, or in the oouioe i£ such businesi* to 
traiiipor|» or receiire atiy ammiinifeioo lii iiitmtate or 1^ 
dpi csommerce;"; ^ " 

^^)ift subsection (aX2>— ' 

(A) by striking out "or ammunition"; and 

(B) by striking out "or licensed dealer for the solepui^Oil^ 
of repair or customizing;" and inserting in Hi^Etui 
"licensed dealer, or licensed collector;"; ' 

(3] in subsection (aX3), by striking out "(B)" and all that 
follows through ^'(bK3) of this section/' and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: ''(B) shall not apply to the transportation 
or reoeipt of a firewm obtained in cwfonnity with ^^bpctio^ 
(bXiSJofthis^ioa,"; 

(4) in subsection (b) — 

(A) in paragraph (2}» by starildng out "or ammunition'' 
each place it appears; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking out "(A)" and all that 
, follows through 'intrastate transactions other than at the 

licensee's business premises/* and inserting in lieu thereof 
"(A) shall not apply to the sale or delivery of any rifle or 
shotgun to a resident of a State other than a State in which 
the Bceiwe'a place of business is located if ttie transferee 
meets in person with the transferor to accomplish the 
transfer, and the sale, delivery, and receipt Mly comply 
with the conditions of sale in both such States (and 
any Ikenaed mantufiicturer, importer or dealer^ shall be 
presumed, for purposes of tUs subparagraph, in tfa^ absence 
of evidence to the contrary, to have had actual knowledge of 
the State laws and published ordinances of both States)/'; 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting "and" before *'(B)"; 

(D) in paragraph (3), by striking out ", and (C)" and all 
that follows through the end of such paragraph and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof a semicolon; and 

® in paragraph (5), by striking out ''or ammunj^ifflfi 
.22 caliber rimfire ammunition" and bmisi^iaa^^^ 

gMiiiattitiflii " in Im m thftw anf; 

■ri> ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ • V^WsffWrT • 
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(A) by striking out 'licensed importer, li(^nsed TnanufaC" 
turer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector" the ftrrt^p&Ddlt 
appears and inserting in lieu thereof *'peraon"; 

(B) by amending paragraph (3) to read as follows: 
W an unlawful user of or ad4i(^ tp an^ oontroUad 

(as defined in section liSS # tiid Gcmtvdlal 
Act(21U.aa80a));"; 

(C) in paragraph (4), b;^ fltxildiii #t lhi pi»rii^ 
uig in lieu thereof a semicoloii; aid 

(D) by inserting after paragraph (4) the foUowijup 
"(5) who, being an alien, is ill^Ea% or unlawfii^ in 

United States; 

"(6) who hm been dischaiiged from tlia Armed Fofeee unier 
dishonorable conditions; or 

"(7) who, having been a miixm id Oie 
renounced his citizenship."; 

(6) in subsection (g)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking out *'is under indictmeiit 
- for, or who"; 

03) by amending paragraph (3) to read m follows: 
"(3) is an milawful user of or addicted to any controlled 
Bubetamse {aa defined in section 102 of the Ocmtrollad Sub** 
afeonces Act (21 U.S,C, 802));"; 

(C) by inaertiiig ailer pai^igraiih (4) the fbUowiog mm 
paragraphs: 

"(5) who^ being an ali^ is illegaUy or unlaidklly &m 
United States; 

"(6) who has been discharged from the Arined mtiiii 
dishonorable conditions; or 
, j "(7) who, having been a citis^ # 1l3i Wp3^ ^tiHI, liW 
renounced his citizen9hip;'^; and 

(D) by striking out "to ship or transport any firearm or 
. , amiBunition in interstate or foreign commerce/' and insert- 

Mg in lieu thereof ''to ship or transport in interstate or 
foreign commerce, or possess in or affecting commerce, any 
firearm or ammunition; or to receive any firearm or 
ammunition which has been ^pped or traniggi^^ 
interstate or foreign commerce/'; ^ 

(7) so tiiat subsection (h) reads as follows: 

^'(h) It shall be unlawful for any individual, who to that individ- 
oal's knowledge and while being employed for any person described 
ill any paragraph of subsection (g) of this section, in the course of 
IBKh employment— 

^ *'(1) to receive, possess, or transport any firearm or ammuni- 
tion in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce; or 

"(2) to receive any firearm or ammunition which haa been 
shipped or transported in interstate or foreign coinmii)0e;^| 

(8) by inserting after subsection (m) the following: 

"(n) It shall be unlawful for any person who is under indictment 
for a crime punishable by im|>nsonment for a term exceeding one 
year to sliip or transport m interstate or foreign commerce any 
firearm or ammunition €^ recrive p^n^ firearm or ammunition which 
has been shipped or transported in>faiteiiteto or foreign commerce* i 



(8) by 



[ after the enbeectioii added 1^ paragraidi (8) of 
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''(oXD Except as provided in paragraph (2), it shall tie unla^vvftil &r 
anyjperson to transfer or possess a machinegun, 

*(2) This subsection does not apply with respect to — 

"(A) a transfer to or by, or possession by or under the author- 
ity of, the United States or any department or agency thereof or 
a State^ or a department, agency, or political sabdivMon 
tJiexeof^or 

"(B) any lawful tiajsBfer or lawful pommmm of a madiiiiiefiuii 
that was lawMhr mmmmAh^nm tiia dai« tbfa iubsdetiim mkm 

effects. 

SEC. 103. AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 923^ 

Section 923 of title 18, United Sti^ Oode, la acti^idod-^ 

(1) in suhs^oii (a)— teioN^ 

(A) striking out the fiiBl eentence and 

tiNfixeof "No perBon shall engage in the business of import^ 
liig, manuilu^uriiig, or dealing in fireanns, or importing or 
manufacturing ammunition, unto he has filed an applica- 
tion with and received a license to do so from the Sec- 
retary/'; and 

CB) by striking out "and contain such information' and 
inserting in lieu thereof "and contain only that infbzitiatioii 
necessary to determine eligibility for licensing/'; 

(2) in subsection (a)(3KBK by striking out "<r aiiiminiitkiil fei 
firearms other than destructive devices,"; 

(3) in subsection (b), by striking out "and contain such 
information" and inserting in lieu thereof ^'and contain on[y 
that information necessary to determine eligibility''; 

(4) in subsection (c), hy adding at the end "Nothing in this 
chapter shall be construed to prohibit a licensed manufacturer, 
impoi^r, or dealer from maintaining and disposing of a per- 

• Midi collection of firearms* subject only to such restrictions as 
apply in this chapter to dispositions by a person other than a 
Ikensed manufacturer, imjporter, or dmer. If any firearm is so 
disposed of by a license within one year after its transfer from 
his business inventory into sucb Ut^nsee's personal ooUection or 
if such ii«q(»|i89^i»(^ |^ ojtJba^ «@j|msition is meM for the 
piirpose .If "ii^i^sr m^i^^ Ha x^estrictions placed uixin licens- 
ees by thb chajp^, tben mch firearm shall be deemed pert of 
mich Ikenaee'fi Dusanw iiiTOnt(»y/'; 

(6) in subsection (e)^ by insertrng '%dllfiil^'' bd^ 'Sdf|«|pil^ 

(6) in subsection (f>— 
. -. . (A) in paragraph {3>— 

(i) by inserting "de novo^* before ^'judicial"; and 

(ii) by inserting "whether or not such evidence was 
eonsidered at the hearing held under paragraph (2)/' 
after '*to the proceeding"; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 

"(4) If criminal proceedings are instituted against a licensee alleg- Law 
ing any violation of this chapter or of rules or regulations prescribed 22^-^2^ 
under this chapter, and the licensee is acquitted of such charges, or 
such proceedings are terminated, other than upon motion of the 
Government before trial upon such charges, the Secretary shall be 
absolutely barred from denying or revoking any license granted 
^tkAsif this chapter wMre such denial or revocation ifl bas^ in whole 
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instituted by the Secretary more than one year after the filing of ^li 
indictment or information."; 

(7) so that subsection (g) reads as follows: 
Baosdk ''(gXl)(A) Each licensed importer, licensed manufactiirer^ and li- 

censed dealer shall maintain such records of importation, produc- 
t^in^ i^pment, receipt, sale, or other disposition of firearms at his 
place of businese for such imriod, and in such form, a9 tiie Seorstsi^ 
may by re^nilations proscribe. Such importei& maitufaiAu^ mi 
deeum didl ^ required to submit to ^la mcmlmey mpoi^ and 
itiforiiiatioii respect to such records md the cont^^ tha^, 
eioept as expr^ly required by this section. The Secretary, when he 
has reasonable cause to believe a violation of this chapter has 
occurred bj^ that evidence thereof may be found on such premise, 
may, upon demonstrating siich cause before a Federal magistrate 
and securing from such magistrate a warrant authorizing entry, 
enter during business hours the premises (including places of stor- 
age) of any licensed firearms importer^ licensed manufacturer, li- 
censed dealer, licensed collector, or any licensed importer or 
manufacturer oC iiimin^^ of iiis{«etillt <nr 

examining— 

any records or documents reciuired to be kept by sui^ 
licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, license deeder, liir 
licensed a>llector under this diapter chT rules rigulatiaiHIi 
under this chapter, and 

"(ii) any firearms or ammunition kept or stored by such 
licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or 
licensed collector, at such premisea 
"(B) The Secretary may inspect or examine &m inventory and 
records of a licensed importer, lionised manufacturert or lioensed 
dmlar without such reasmabla^mse or warrant — 

*H& iXL yie omtw <tf a masosiable ln<|uiiy during the course of 
. a erimiii^ invfi^gaUim of m person or persona otfa^ than the 
licensee; 

"Ox) for ensuring ooanpliaiies with the reeoEd keeping ro|uira- 
ments of this cbapter not more theoi o»oe during any twelve* 
month period; or 

"(iii) when such inspection or esaitiitidatitetl may be re^paix^ 
for determining the disposition of one or more particular firfr* 
arms in the course of a bona fide criminal investigation. 
''(CJ The Secretary may inspect the inventory and records of a 
licensed collector without such reasonable cause or warrant — 

"(i) for ensuring compliance with the record keeping require- 
ments of this chapter not more than once during any twelve- 
month period; or 

*'(ii) when such inspection or examination may be required for 
determining the disposition of one or more partietdar Wbsmm 
in the course of a bona fide criminal investigation. 
"(D) At the election of a licensed collector, the annual inspection 
of records and inventory permitted under this paragraph shall be 
pedbrmed at the office of the Secretary designated for such inspec- 
tions which is located in closest proximity to the premises where the 
inv^tory and records of such licensed collector are maintained. The 
jfi^ection and examination authorized by this paragraph shall not 
tm construed as authorizing the Secretary to seize any records or 
other docummtts other Qmx those records or documents constitutinM 
material evidence of a violatiixii of law. If the Secretary s^zes such 



reasonable time. The Secretary may make available to any Federal, state and local 
State, or local law enforcement agency any information which he g<jv«ra«ifii^t8» 
may obtain by reason of thi.^ chapter with respect to the identifica- ^ 
tion of peTsons prohibited from purchasing or receiving firearms or 
ammunition who have purchased or received firearma or ammuni- 
tion, tc^ether with a description of such firearms or ammunition^ 
and he may provide information to the extent such information may 
be contained in the iteccmla mpizBd to be maintained by thia 
diapter, when so reqiaeiM hy smy Feierai, Slato^ or local law 
enforcement agency, 

"(2) Each licensed collector shall maintain in a boimd vi^mne the 
iiature of which Om Seraretary may fcy ]?egiiktiom records 
of the rej^intt sale, or other dispositiaE of Gxemms* Such records 
shall inid^ttle the mmm and address of any pexson to whom the 
oollector l»lls or otterwke disposes of a firaittu Bach collector shall 
not be required to submit to tihe Secretary reports and informatioa 
with res^^ct to such records and the contents thereof, except as 
eimressly required by Uiis section. 

(B) Each licensee shall prepare a report of multi|de sales or other B^porta. 
dispositions whenever the licensee sells or otherwise disposes of, at 
one time or during any five consecutive business days, two or more 
pistols, or revolvers, or any combination of pistols and revolvers 
totalling two or more, to an unlicensed person. The report shall be 
prepared on a form specified by the Secretary and forwarded to the 
office specified thereon not later than the close of business on the 
day that the multiple sale or other disposition occurs. 

"(4) Where a firearms or ammunition business is discontinued and 
succeeded by a new licensee, the records required to be kept by this 
chapter shall appropriately reflect such facts and shall be delivered 
to the successor. Where discontinuance of the business is absolute, 
such records shall be delivered within thirty days after the business 
discontinuance to the Secretary. Howeverp where State law or local 
ordinance requires the deliveiiy of records to other n^pciEisibla 
authority, the Secretary may arrange for Vim ddivei^ of wdl 
records to such other responsible authority. 

"(6XA) Each licensee shall, when required by letter issued by the 
Se&tdaryf and until notified to the contraary in writiiig by tiia 
SBGTS^wyt submit on a form specified hy the S<scretaiy r for periods 
luad at the times specified in sudi leUer, all record infoniiati€iii 
teqaired to be kept by this chapter or such 1mm mccfrd inf annation 
as the Se^ii^iijr m^ipch letter niay speciAf. 

**(IK1^i^3fe<S^^^ niay attthonze mum record information to be 
j^ldlraiil M a manner other than that prescribed in subparagraph 
TA) of this paragraph when it is shown by a licensee that an 
alternate method of reporting is reasonably necessary and will not 
unduly hinder the effective administration of this chapter. A li- 
censee may use an alternate method of reporting if the licensee 
describes the proposed alternate method of reporting and the need 
therefor in a letter application submitted to the Secretaiy, and tile 
Secretary approves such alternate method of reporting.''; and 
(8) so that subsection (j) reads as follows: 
A licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer 
ma^, under rules or regulations prescribed by the Secretary, conduct tiid9lit#- 
buatiess temporarily at a location other than the location specified 
m the license if such tomporaiy location is the location far a ^un 
abxm or evrat jgooaoced % aw national, Stat«b. ^ tocal mmmat- 
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tion, competitive use, or other sporting use of firearms in the 
community, and such location is in the State which is specified on 
Recort^. the license. Records of receipt and disposition of firearms trans- 

actions conducted at such temporary location shall include the 
location of the sale or other disposition and shall be entered in the 
permanent records of the licensee and retained on the location 
8|[p^i|ie(d on tlo U^nae, Nothing in tiw subB^otton shall authorize 
wm Hcemne to mi^ii^t bastneea in fitan ai^motorked or towed 
^p^e. NotwilliitaiidtiaiP proviflioiiB <f subBection (a) erf this 
iedtion^ a seimrate fee shall not be required of a licensee with 
^ipiK^ to business conducted under this subsection. Any inspection 
or Mamination of inventory or records under this chapter by the 
Secretary at such temporary location shall be limited to inventory 
consisting of, or records relating to, firearms held or disposed at 
such temporary location. Nothing in this subsection shall be con- 
strued to authorize the Secretary to inspect or examine the inven- 
tory or records of a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or 
licensed dealer at any location other than the location specified on 
^'.K the license. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to dimin- 
ish in any manner an^ right to display, sell, or otherwke dispose of 
firearms or ammunition, which is in effect before tb0 date of the 
enactment of the Firearms Owners' Frolecticm Act". 

Lwr^ SEC 104. AMENDBIENTS TO SECTION 9Z4. 

2^4^f^ (a) In GENffiAi*.--Saetiixn 9^ i^ ti^ 18, Unifed Stetes €Me^ is 
ami^ided— 

<1) so that isuhBectaoii (a) n^a^ as foUofnf: 
*X0XI) Eh&oept as oth^^w^ prmii&A in paragraph (2) of 3iis 
iill&C dSd. siAieCftionp subsection (b) or (c) of this section, or in section 929, 

"(A) knowingly makes any false statement or representation 
with respect to the information required by this chapter to be 
kept in the records of a person licensed under this chapter or in 
applying for any license or exemption of fe^sf ftma iffisifatli^ 
under the provisions of this chapter; 

**(B) knowingly violates sidBeotion OiX4), dJ, ^ (Si^m 
IS use 922. (k) of section 922; 

"(C) knowingly imports or brings into the United States or 
^ly possession thereof any fir^urm or ammunition in violation 

section 922(1); or 

*'(D) willfully violates any other provision of this chapter, 
shall be fined not more than $6,009, impri«3^ned not more than five 
years, or both, and shall become eligtme for pamie as the Parole 
Commission shall determine. 

"(2) Any licensed dealer, licensed impmiisTf licensed maniifiu^ 
turer, or licensed collector who knowingly — 

*^(A) makes any false statement or representation with rfr 
spect to the information required by the provisions of this 
chapter to be Jkip m the^Moords ig m^pemm Jkmmed tmimclSM 
chapter, or 
"(B) violates subsection (m) of section 922, 
shall be fined not more than $1|000| imprisoned not more than one 
yBar» or both, and shall become epiP& lir p«r^ M t&e 
Pw^EPiflsion shall determine/'; 
(2) in subsection (c) — 



(B) by striking out "violence" each place it appears and 
infierting in lieu thereof *Molence or drug trafficking 
crime/'; 

(C) by inserting "or drug trafficking crime*' before "in 
which the firearm was used or carried/ ; 

(D) in the first sentence, by striking out the period at the 
end and inaerting in iieu thereof and if the Sr^um is a 
maehiBegun, or is equipped with a firearm silencer or 
firearm muffler, to imprisonment for ten yeats/'^ 

OSi) in the second amtmcef by striking out the period at 
V the end and inaertitig in lieu thereof *\ and if thefimu^ is 
a madunQgun, or is equipped wi& a firearm sileaiiser or 
firearm muffler^ to impriaomiieiit fer twenty years/'^ and 
(F) by adding at tiie end the following: 
For purpose of this subsection, the 1«rm 'drug trafficking 
crime' means any felony violation of Federal law involving thi 
distribution, manufacture, or importation of any controlled sub^^ 
stance (as definedvin lOS of tliS'6iiiflie^d^ & 

(21 U.S.C. 802)X 

**(3) For purposes of this subsection the t«rm 'mnw of violence' 

means an offense that is a felony and — 

"(A) has as an element the use, attempted use, or threatened 
use of physical force against the person or property of another, 
or 

'*(B) that by its nature, involves a substantial risk that phys^ 
leal force against the person or property of anoFther niAy be used 
in the course of committing the offense/'; 
(3) by amending subsection (d) to read as follows: 
'^(dXl) Any firearm or ammunition involved in or used in any lutpd^rtia. 
knowing violation of subsection (aK4), (aX6)* (f)» (g), (h), (i), (i\ or (k) <tf 
section 922, or knowing importation or bringing into the United l$upci& 
States or any possession thereof any firearm or ammunition in 
violation of section 922il\ or knowing violation of section 924^ or 
willAd violation of any other provision of this chapter or any rule or 
regulation promulgated thereunder^ or any violation of any otiier 
eriminal law of tte United Statee^ or any £a^^urm or ammunitioa 
intended to be used in any offanse refemd to in paragraph (3) of 
this subsection, where such intent is demonstrated by clear and 
convincing evidence, shall be subject to seizure and foi^eiture, and 
all provisions of the Internal Revenue Code of 1964 relating to the 26 USC i et «eg. 
seizure, forfeiture, and disposition of firearms, as defined in section 
5845(a) of that Code, shall, so far as applicable, extend to seizures 2t> USC 6^. 
and forfeitures under the provisions of this chapter: Provided, That 
upon acquittal of the owner or possessor, or dismissal of the charges 
against him other than upon motion of the Government prior to 
trial, the seized firearms or ammunition shall be returned forthwith 
to the owner or possessor or to a person delegated by the owner or 
possessor unless the return of the firearms or ammunition would 
place the owner or possessor or his delegate in violation of law. Any 
action or prooaeding for forfeiture of firearms or ammunition 
aliall be ommmoiBm viiOim &m hfundred aad tvmity da^ of audi 
seizure. 

"(2XA) In any action or proceeding for the return of firearms or 
ammunition seized under the provisions of this chapter, the court 
shall allow the prevailing party, a&er than the United States, a 
ump^mdjlii t!i^l^!B^^[^tiBii^B |f|^ 1^ tb0 Pit&i0d Skjpt^ ubiU hfi liable 
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"(B) In any other action or pm^eding under the provisions of this 
chapter, the court, when it finds that such action was without 
foundation, or was initiated ywatjoujaJy, frivolously, or in bad faith, 
shall allow the prevailing pis^, i&li^t titaii the United States, a 
reasonable attome(y^8; and Iba Hoited Skiles ds^ >b@ liable 
tber^br* * 

"(Q Only tiiom firearms or q^iantities of ammunition particularly 
named and individually i<teitified as involved in or usal in any 
violation of the provisions of diis i^pter or mxy rule or r^ulation 
i^ued thereunder, or any other criminal law of fee United States or 
as intended to be used in any offense referr^ to in paragraph (3) of 
this subsection, where such intent is demonstrated by clear and 
convincing eviomee, shall be subgect to mmmf fyrmUxm^ 
disposition. 

' (D) The United States shall be liable for attorneys' fees under 
this paragraph only to the extent provided in advance by appropria- 
tion Acts. 

"(S) The offenses referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2XC) of this 
subsection are — 

"(A) any crime of violence, as that term is defined in section 
924{cX3) of this title; 

*'(B) any offense punishable under the Cotittx]Uad Substances 
Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) or the Canttolled ^^iiliai^^ 
and Export Act (21 U.S,U 951 et seqj; 

"(C) any offense d^ribed in section 922(aKl), ^ZtaXS), 
922(aX5)» or 9^I))X3) of this title, where \he firearm or ammum* 
tion intended m w used in any such offense is involved in a 

Sttem ci iffllivitles whidi indmlBs a viiitotioiL of any offraee 
scribed ixt section S^aMlX ^mam. ^m&m ^3ft9mm ot 
tlus title; 

''(D) any offense described in section 922(d) of this title where 
the firearm or ammunition is intended to be used in such 
offense by the transferor of such firearm or ammunitionr 

''(E) any offense described in ms&m 9l22(i)» 922(]X 9220), 
922(n), or 924(b) of this title; and 

"(F) any offense which may be prosecuted in a court of the 
United States which involves the exportation of firearms or 
ammunition . " ; and 
(4) by adding at the end the following new subsection: 
"(eXl) In the case of a person who violates section 922(g) of this 
title and has three previous convictions by any court referred to in 
section 922(gXl) of this title for robbery or burglary, or both, such 
person shall be Hned not more than $25,000 and imprisoned not less 
than fifteen years, and, notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the court shall not suspend the sentence of, or grant a probationary 
sentence to, such person with resp^t to the conviction under section 
922(g), and such person shall not be eligible f{if papde with req>ect 
to the sentence imposed under thia subimlotiii 
'!(S9 Aa used in this subsection-- 

. the term 'robbery' means any crime punishable by a 

term of impdsonment exceeding one year and consisting of the 
taking of the property of another £rom the person or presence of 
another by fort^ or viol^ice^ or by thxeatemng or placmg 
another person in fear that any person will imminently te 
flul^^lad to bodily harm; and 
'tB) tbe ^urglaiy' means any mine punishable 1^ a 



entering or remaining surreptitiously within a buildiiuf that is 
the property of another with intent to engage in condnct con- 
stituting a Federal or State offense/', 
Qa) OoKPOEMiNG BiOTUUU— Title VII of the Qmnibtig Cnme Control 
and Safe ataTeelfl of id^ (18 a&C. App. 1201 efeseq.) is r^ieiJedl 

Sectiim 026 of title 18, United States Cod^ m momded— 

(1) in fiubseciion (c) — 

(AJ l?y striWng out ''has been convicted of a crinie pui^^ ' 
able by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year (other 

than a crime involving the use of a firearm or other weapon 

or a violation of this chapter or of the National Firearms 

Act)" and inserting in lieu thereof "is prohibited from ^l^^^SMi 

possessing, shipping, transporting, or receiving firearms or 

ammunition"; 

(B) by inserting "transportation," after ''shipment/'; 

(C) by striking out imd incurred by reascm cf snisb 
conviction"; and 

(D) by inserting "Any person whose application for relief 
from disabilities is denied by the Secretary may file a 
petition with the United States district court for the district 
in which he resides for a judicial review of such denial* The 
court may in its discretion admit additional evidence where 
failure to do so would reeult in a miscarriage of justioe/' 
ai^er "the ^luhlic interest^'; »id 

(2) in sutoection (d)— 

(A) by striking out ''may autliorize*' aiiAiiiiBflSiS ift 1^ 
thereof "shall authorize"'; 

(B) by striking out '^the person impcid^ig or bringing in 
the fireann or ammunition eslaidiehlBe to tm^tiB&ctioii of 
the Secretary that'*; 

(Q in paragraph (%H)igr Jiiierting before tim semiodion '% 
except in an;^ case wn^ the Secretary has not authorized 
the importation of the firearm pursuant to this paragraph* 
it shall be unlawful to import any frame, receiver, or oairel 
of Buch fireama which would be p-diibijM tf aweinMed'^ 
and 

(D) by striking out "moy pmnit** Bmd hsmtimg in liiii 

thereof * 'shall permit". 

Smi im, AMINDMENTS TO SECnON 92St 

Section 926 of title 18 of the United States Code is amended — 

(1) by inserting '*{a)" before "The Secretary*' the fiTBt place it 
occuns; 

(2) by inserting "only" after "prescribe"; 

(3) by striking out ''aa h&d/Bmtm twlt&^ and ina^rthog m 
. lieu thereof "as are"; 

(4) by striking out the last senteiuse and inserting in lieu 
thereof "No such rule or regulation prescribed after the date of 
tiie enactment of the Firearms Owners' Protection Act may 
require that records required to be maintaixied under this chap^ 
tor or any portion of the contents of such records, be recorded at 
or transferred to a facility owned, mana|ped, or eontroUed the 
United States or any State or any political subdiviston th^eoC 
nor that any eiystem of i^gietm^on of firearms, Sr^anm 
mmmm* ^ firearnis transadiooa or di^poieAtionfl be estabHahed. 
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Nothiii^ eecticm expands or restricts the Secretary's 

authonty hu^re into the disposition of any firearm in the 
course of a criminal investigation.'^; and 
(5) by adding at the end the following: 
"(b) The Secretary shall give not less than ninety days public 
notice, and shall afford interested parties opportunity for hearingi 
before prescribing such rules and regulations. 

'*(c) The Secretary shall not prescribe rules or regulations that 
require purchasers of black powder under the exemption provided in 
18 use ^5, section S45(aX5) of this title to complete aftidavita or forms attesting 
to tiiai exfiItl^^ta!cm.'^ 

SEC. 107. TRANSPORTATION OF FIREARMS. 

(a) In General.— Chapter 44 of title 18, Umt«i States Code, is 
amended by inserting hel^mm^ mmmr Wi^' saetHBi iSff ^ 
following new section: 

Vmp2BA. "g 926A. Interstate transportation of firearms 

"Any pemm mA pirohibited by this cha{iter &tm tr^uaporting; 
shipping, or receiviiig a firearm shall be entitibd to traiisport ati 
unloaded, not readily atmsrible firearm in inteistate oominffirce 
notwithstanding any provision of any legislation enacted* or any 
iule or regulation prescribed by any Stato or poUticat subdiviaioii 
thereof,"* 

(b) Clerical Amekdment.— The table of sections for chapter 44 of 
title 18, United States Code, is amended by inserting between the 
item relating to section 926 and the item relating to section 927 the 
following new item: 

Interstate transportation of fi rearms ". 

SEC lOS. AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 929. 

Section 929(a) of tiUe 18, United States Code, ib aix^ttdfii^ 
(1) 1^ inserting "(1)^* before "Whoever,"; 

uy striking out "violen<%^' each place it appears and insezir 
ing in li^u thereof 'Violence or driig trflfficlmg crin^"; and 
(3) by adding at the end tibe following: 
*'(2i For purposes of this subsection, the term 'dr^ trafTlcking 
crime' means any felony violation of Federal law inTOlving the 
distribution, manufacture, or importation of any controlled sub- 
stance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act 
(21 U.aC. 802)).", 

SEC lOB. AMENDMENT OF NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT. 

(a) Section 5845(b) of the Nation al Firearms Act (26 U.S.C. 5845(b)) 
is amended by striking out "any combination of parts designed and 
intended for use in converting a weapon into a machinegun/' and 
inserting in lieu thereof "any part designed and intended solely 
and exclusively, or combination of parts designed and intended, for 
use in convertmg a weapon into a machinegun/^ 

(b) Conforming Amendment.— Section 5845(aX7) of the National 
Firearms Act (26 U.S.C. 5845(aX7)) is amended to read "(7) any 
silencer (as defined in secticii 921 of title 18, United States Code); . 

mW^^ note. SEC Im EFFEOWE BAIE. 

(a) In General.— The amendments made by this Act shall become 
effective one hundred and mgMy days after the data of Uie enact* 



publish and provide to all licensee a oonip]lat]0ii of the State laws 
and published ordinances of which licensees are prepimed to have 
knowledbd poxsuatit to chapter 44 of title 18, Unilm Stat^ Code, as i& U3C9^«| 
amended by this Act All amendments to such State laws and 
published ordinances as contained in the afoTementioned compila- 
tion shall be published in the Federal Register, revised annually. Federal 



and furnished to each person licensed under chapter 44 of title 18, 
United States Code, as amended by this Act, 




(b) Pending Actions, Petitions, and Appellate Proceedings — 
The amendments made by sections 103(6 KB), 105, and lOTofthis Act 
shall be applicable to any action, petition, or appellate proceeding 
landing on the date of the enactment of thie Act 

(c) lU^PfEGUN PBOHiBrnoN*— Section 102(9} ^btall take affect on 
tii0 ^ite (tf tlie enactinent oT di£l Al^ 

Approved May 19, 1986. 
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